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The Parish Beacon  
OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 

                  2301 E. Court St. ǒ Iowa City, IA 52245 

Volume 34 ï No. 1                                January 2012  

Dear Christian friends: 

 

Happy new you!  Yes, Art Linkletter and Bill Cosby, kids do say the darndest things.  After listening to a few Christ-

mas songs, Micah (age 2) began saying, ñHappy new you!ò 

 

We deduced he meant ñHappy new year!ò  But he got something right.   

 

One author wrote: 

The beginning of every year brings in new hope and enthusiasm. We look forward to a new beginning and 

hope [for] things to improve from the last year. We like to forget about our pasts and its daunting memories 

and wish for a new start. Hence, New Year is celebrated with pomp and joy by every race around the world. 

 

And Benjamin Franklin said: 

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let each New Year find you a better 

man. 

 

There is something about the New Yearôs holiday where we focus on improving ourselves. 

An 11 billion dollar industry can prove it.  Happy New You! 

We look to books and videos and seminars.   

We look to motivational speakers and mentors and personal coaches. 

 

Each New Yearôs Eve we look forward to the new year with a gleam of self-improvement. 

 Weight loss, stop smoking, exercisingé 

Financial management, time management, stress managementé 

 

All the while, Sunday during the divine service the dream of your heart and the gleam of your eye is obtained.  In the 

stead and by the command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen! 

 

Happy New You!  For you see, in that very moment you are new.   

You donôt need to read books or watch videos or attend seminars.   

You donôt need to listen to motivational speakers or find a mentor or hire a personal coach. 

 Christ forgives you and you are instantly new! 

 

So as the clock strikes midnight and the new year begins, make your resolution.   

Then become a new you and confess your sins! 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-

ness. (1 John 1:9) 

Maybe we should celebrate with pomp and joy and the excitement of the New Yearôs countdown the 

next time we have Confession and Absolution. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New You!  Pastor Hartwig 
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Ski Trip to Sundown in Dubuque  

Monday, January 17, 2011  

Join us for a day of fellowship and skiing. This year Our Redeemer Lutheran Church is teaming 

up with Zion Lutheran Church again. This trip includes transportation on a comfortable char-

tered bus with games and prizes in route (a little less than 2 hours each way). Once we arrive at 

Sundown, equipment rental is handled efficiently, and for those who desire, a ski lesson is in-

cluded along with the lift/rental combination package. If you have your own equipment, the bus can easily 

accommodate its transport as well. We will leave the Zion church parking lot at 7:00 AM, get our equipment 

at 8:45 and most of you can be skiing by 9:00. We will head for home around 4 pm, and be back no later 

than 6 pm. Please be at the Zion church parking lot by 6:45 AM. Being part of a group makes the process 

run very smoothly. Registration and Liability Release Forms are available at Our Redeemer Lutheran 

Churchôs church office. How to register? Complete appropriate forms and return them to the church office 

with payment no later than January 8th.  Space may be limited, so please sign up early. Prices go up on 

January 8st. Contact Kaja Mueller #338-5626 with further questions.  

JANUARY LLL MEETING ðThe January meeting will be Tuesday, January 24th, 

2012, at 7:30 p.m. Hope to see all the men there in the fellowship hall. 

On January 15, please join us in recognizing Joyce Roberson for the care and time she has devoted to visits 

and concerns for congregational members in her role as Parish Nurse at Our Redeemer. She has turned in 

her resignation effective January 1 and we would like to wish her well and Godspeed during the 10:30 a.m. 

service that day. After the service, there will be a reception in the narthex. 

DCE INTERN INSTALLATION  

Installation for Seth Illich will take place during the  10:30 a.m. service on January 8. 

Please take time to make Seth welcome as he formally joins the Our Redeemer staff. 

Welcome and Godôs blessings on your new ministry. 

Stock -the -Pantry  

We want to welcome our DCE intern, Seth Illich, and what better way to  do 

that than by helping him get started in his apartment. Items such as tissue paper, 

paper towels, cleaning supplies, etc. anything you would like to give to a first 

time apartment dweller. Please have these items to the church office by January 

8. Thank You!  

January Calendar available in church office.  
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NEXT LUNCH BUNCH will be on January 11, 2012. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES ðOffering enve-

lopes are available in the narthex. These are in 

alphabetical order and may be a new number 

for you since many do not want the envelopes. 

If there is no box for you and you want one, 

there is a signup sheet at the end of the table. 

 

ANGEL TREE THANK YOU ðOn behalf of the Human Care Committee, thank you to those who 

participated in the Angel Tree project again this past Christmas season.  Congregation members pur-

chased 76 gifts for 28 children/17 families in the area.  Thank you to the Human Care Committee 

members who delivered the gifts the week before Christmas.  God Bless you for participating in this 

worthy program. 

 

STAR TREEðIn addition to the Angel Tree project, the Human Care committee also sponsors 

the Star Tree project coordinated by Twyla Freeman. This project is intended to provide gloves, 

mittens, scarves, and other items of warmth that are donated to the Iowa City Community 

School District for needy children. The Star Tree is set up in the church office. The items will be 

delivered to the school the second week in January. 

COFFEE SIGN UP FOR 2012 

is on the counter in the office. Please 

sign up for times to serve. 

WEDNESDAY MEAL  

when Midweek activities resume on January 4.  

Choir does not meet until January 11. 
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Bible Study For Men 

REVELATION: Worthy is the Lamb  

January 14 & January 28         8:00 ï 9:00 a.m. 

 

God's revelation to John encourages Christians at every age.  Indeed, our victorious  

Lamb who was slain is worthy of honor and praise! 

 

Key thoughts concerning John's vivid prophecy include: 

the ultimate defeat of Satan and all the forces of evil; 

the confident hope believers have in their reigning Savior; 

the final, glorious destiny of all those who trust in Jesus for salvation. 

 

This study includes an in-depth exploration of the book of Revelation. Participants are asked to complete 

each lessonôs study questions prior to attending the class. 

   

Yes guys!  There is homework. 

 

During the study, we will discuss the completed questions as well as the discussion starters that will help us 

apply Godôs Word to our daily lives. 

 

PARISH NURSE POSITION AVAILABLE  January 1. Please contact Barb Schan-

bacher, health ministry chair, at 351-3998 if interested. 

Accountable to:  Senior Pastor, Health Ministry Committee 

Supervised by:   Senior Pastor, Chari, Health Ministry Committee 

Compensation   $4,683; 4 hours per week 

Professional Growth:  $500 per year 

Administrative  expense: $200 per year 

Travel/mileage:  $800 per year 

General job description: 

The Parish Nurse attends to the health maintenance needs of congregational members. 

She develops strategies to promote wellness and conducts programs to enhance the well 

being of church members. 

Typical duties: 

1. Arranges, with Pastorsô input, visitation priorities at weekly meeting (staff meetings volunteer). 

2. Makes home health and hospital visits to members in person and over the phone (arranges her own 

schedule). 

3. Counsels members on health issues, such as bereavement, acute and chronic illness 

4. Serves as personal health consultant. 

5. Provides appropriate health resources and referrals 

6. Attends Health Ministry Committee meetings and participates in the development of goals of the com-

mittee. 

7. Health Ministry Committee coordinates various agencies and programs in providing care to members 

(e.g. Flu Clinic, Blood Driveé). 

8. Health Ministry Committee coordinates training for church volunteers (e.g. AED training for ushers). 

9. Supports the mission statement of the congregation 
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NEWSτJoyce Roberson 

SLOWING DOWN  

The CareNote, ñSlowing Down and Finding God in Your Busy Lifeò©, is the focus for this month. The author, 

Sharon Robinson, quotes Carl Jung, who said, ñHurry is not óof the devil,ô it is the devil.ò Have you been exhausted 

lately? Have you been busy doing various activities from the time you get up until you go to bed at night? 

Ms. Robinson offers five principles to help us slow down: 

1. Realize that less is more. Most of us have too much junk. We need to learn to pay closer attention to how our 

outer environment affects our inner environment, and choose to simplify the externals in order to amplify the 

spiritual. 

2. Make time for quiet. Probably the ultimate luxury for modern faith pilgrims is quiet time. A luxury? It depends 

on oneôs priorities. 

3. Practice the prayer of quiet. In this type of prayer, our goal is to love and to yield to the Spirit, to accept living 

in the Light that cleanses and heals. 

4. Be with and for others. When we learn the prayer of quiet, we can serve others to the best of our ability, the 

Lord having enhanced both our ability and our desire to serve. 

5. Let go of fear. At quiet, prayerful moments we can admit the fears that compel us to scurry about in search of 

false security and resolve to leave these fears behind and simply trust in God. 

Someone once said, ñNot to decide is to decide.ò Whenever we do not make a decision to slow down or to take 

time for prayer, quiet time, or meditation, we have made a decision. If you are unhappy or stressed with too much 

ñhurry and busyness,ò you do have options. We all do. Of course, it is not easy, but it is possible to change our hab-

its, activities, priorities, and attitude. 

Another aspect to remember is to live in the moment. Thinking or worrying about the past or the future is very 

draining and non-productive. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, ñFinish each day and be done with it. You have done 

what you could; some blunders and absurdities no doubt crept in; forget them as soon as you can. Tomorrow is a 

new day; you shall begin it well and serenely.ò 

Finally, reflect on the importance of using all your senses when you make time for quiet or in ordinary moments. In 

your ñquietò time or even during moments in your day, really see the tree, a blade of grass, the moon and the stars;  

really  hear the wind, the birds, or a favorite song; really smell the air or the coffee; really feel the sun on your face 

or a hug from someone; or really taste the apple, slowly savoring its sweetness. And use your mind to visualize and 

imagine serenity and peace. 

May we all take time to be filled with the peace of God. Help us all to see God at work in our everyday activities, 

and to ask God to guide us in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

 

Aid to Women will become Bridgehaven Pregnancy Support Center in January!  The ministry is not 

changing.  Rather, this new name will help to reach clients more effectively,  increase awareness of the ministry, 

and reduce misconceptions.  Learn more about at www.BridgehavenCR.org. 

 

Midweek meal needs your help Wednesday, January 4.  
We need servers and cleanup crew.  

Please sign up in the office. 

http://www.BridgehavenCR.org
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Membership Changes and Official Acts  

Releases  

Angela Olson (Mitchel & Madelyn) 12/6/2011 

  

Transfers  

Leola Pfotenhauer 12/6/2011 

Eugene Radig  12/12/2011 

Ed Young 12/19/2011 

Patty Young 12/19/2011 

Adam Young 12/19/2011 

Ben Young 12/19/2011 

Erica Young 12/19/2011 

Heather Young 12/19/2011 

  

Baptisms  

Xiagui Chen 11/21/2011 

Huajun Wang 11/21/2011 

Ella Marie Raddatz 12/10/2011 

Cole Matthew Schneider 12/10/2011 
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As I reflect on the past year for SGM, I can only give thanks and praise to God for the growth of SGM that has hap-

pened at Our Redeemer this past year!!   Many have experienced being in a small group for the first time this year as 

well as many who continue to be involved in small groups.  It has been a blessing to see everyone grow in their faith 

and in fellowship through small group experiences.  This past year, we have had more small groups offered than ever 

before.  I can only imagine what God has planned for us for 2012! 

 

Financial Peace University concluded mid December and we celebrated our graduation session with a potluck.  The 

families participating in FPU all learned new ways to reduce debt and learned how to be able to give more.  As a 

group, we did reduce our debt by nearly $70,000 in the 13 weeks!!!  I will offer FPU again in 2012; be sure to watch 

Reflections for when the next session begins. 
 

Marriage Weekend Retreat will be Jan 20 and 21st at Our Redeemer.  The Power of We is the theme for the week-

end.  Mark your calendars now to attend this great workshop. 
 

New 6 week study beginning on January 11th for Midweek: ñThe Prodigal Godò.  This study will open your eyes to 

the powerful message of Jesusôs best-known - and least understood - parable: The Parable of the Prodigal Son.   Join 

us in Room 208 on Wednesday evenings. 
 

As you make your own New Yearôs Resolutions, I challenge each one of you to become involved in a small group this 

coming year.  Please contact me with any questions at smallgroups@ourredeemer.org or call 351-4301. 
 

In Christ, Denise Holida 

Director of Small Group Ministry 

Small Group Ministry Mission Statement:  To grow in grace using our spiritual 

gifts, through good stewardship for the benefit of the group so that the body of 

Christ may be built up. 

 

Living Proof Live with Beth Moore τ Moline, IL  

Jul 27-28, 2012 

 

A perfect mix of biblically sound messages and worship from beloved teacher Beth Moore and worship leader Travis 

Cottrell. This fun, authentic ministry team prepares a unique message from God for each location for a fresh        

encounter with God. 

Guests: Beth Moore, Travis Cottrell 

If you are interested in joining a small group of women from Our Redeemer to attend, contact Denise Holida or 

Brenda Johnson by January 15th.  Tickets are $65.00 for the Friday evening/Saturday morning session.  We have 

reserved hotel rooms at the Holiday Inn. 

mailto:smallgroups@ourredeemer.org
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Can you Knit or Crochet?  
High School Graduation is approaching swiftly. As the Director of Youth Ministry, I am looking 

for 2 knitted or crocheted blankets 4 feet by 6 feet made with their high school colors. I am asking 

that you donate your time and yarn for this project. The blankets need to be completed by April 8th 

(Easter) for the Graduate Breakfast on April 29th. I would also appreciate it if you could attend the 

breakfast and present your blanket at the appropriate time. This would be a great gesture and gift 

from Our Redeemer. Please call or email me if you are interested, Kaja Mueller 

dym@ourredeemer.org.  

 

Volunteers Needed:  The International Student Ministry  (ISM) program at St Paul's Lutheran Chapel and Uni-

versity Center in Iowa City needs YOU!  Due to several new requests by international students looking to practice their 

English, we are in need of new volunteers to serve as conversation partners or conversation class leaders.  The commit-

ment is typically one hour per week, and you choose the day and time that works for you.  Weekends are especially 

needed.  To sign-up, or for more information on this awesome opportunity, contact Deaconess Miller at 

ismstpaul@gmail.com or (319) 377-3652.  Thanks! 

Student Prayer Partners:  Would you like to be a Prayer Partner to a college-age student? We would 

like to team up all college/trade/technical school students from Our Redeemer with a prayer partner. 

We will give you information about the student and we would like you to be committed to that student 

for one year. Please keep them in your prayers, send them cards, and do other things you think would 

help them through their years after high school. The years after high school are wonderful years, but 

they can also be scary, trying, and indecisive years----and the students may need extra help, friendship, prayers and 

guidance through those years. Please consider being a Prayer Partner to one of these students. The partnership will 

begin in January of 2012. There is a sign-up sheet in the church office.   Contact person is Sandy Wagner (319) 338-

1710;  email:   packratsandy@yahoo.com  

"A Friend Indeed - The Bill Sackter Story" 
Directed by Lane Wyrick 

Voted the #1 Audience Favorite in 5 Consecutive Film Festivals 

See the Full Feature-Length Documentary for Free! 

Now Playing on YouTube and at BillSackter.com 

 

"A Friend Indeed - The Bill Sackter Story" is an inspirational feature length documentary that was the #1 Audience Fa-

vorite at 5 consecutive film festivals, and tells the incredible true story about Bill Sackter's amazing journey from being 

abandoned in an institution to becoming a hero for people with disabilities.  

Willis Wulf, our Thrivent Representative will lead a Thrivent Builds Trip to El Salvador  tentatively planned for 

May 4th to May 13th of 2012. Cost of the trip is $624 for Thrivent Members and $979  for non-Thrivent members 

plus air fare to El Salvador, which is approximately $650. Please contact Willis at 319-668-9078 or at wil-

lis.wulf@thrivent.com if you or anyone you know would be interested in joining this trip. Please do so by January 10, 

2012, so we have plenty of time to make final plans. 

mailto:dym@ourredeemer.org
mailto:ismstpaul@gmail.com
mailto:packratsandy@yahoo.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=iUfaB41xjao
http://www.billsackter.com/Bills_Homepage.html
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Welcome, Holmans!!  

Phil, Carol, Mitchell, Spencer, Corey and 

Brian Holman come to us from Trinity Lone 

Oak Lutheran Church in Eagan, Minnesota. 

Carol is a pathologist at University of Iowa 

Hospital.  

 

This heavily male household enjoys garden-

ing and camping. 

HEAVEN IS FOR REAL  

By Todd Burpo 

 

January 23 

complete the book 

7:00 ς 8:30pm 

 

''DO YOU REMEMBER THE HOSPITAL, 

COLTON?" SONJA SAID. "YES. MOM-

MY, I REMEMBER," HE SAID. "THAT'S 

WHERE THE ANGELS SANG TO ME." 

When Colton Burpo made it through an emergency appen-

dectomy, his family was overjoyed at his miraculous sur-

vival. What they weren't expecting, though, was the story 

that emerged in the months that followedða story as 

beautiful as it was extraordinary, detailing their little boy's 

trip to heaven and back. 

Colton, not yet four years old, told his parents he left his 

body during the surgery-and authenticated that claim by 

describing exactly what his parents were doing in another 

part of the hospital while he was being operated on. He 

talked of visiting heaven and relayed stories told to him by 

people he met there whom he had never met in life, shar-

ing events that happened even before he was born. He also 

astonished his parents with descriptions and obscure de-

tails about heaven that matched the Bible exactly, though 

he had not yet learned to read. 

With disarming innocence and the plainspoken boldness 

of a child, Colton tells of meeting long-departed family 

members. He describes Jesus, the angels, how "really, re-

ally big" God is, and how much God loves us. Retold by 

his father, but using Colton's uniquely simple words, 

Heaven Is for Real offers a glimpse of the world that 

awaits us, where as Colton says, "Nobody is old and no-

body wears glasses." 

Heaven is for Real will forever change the way you think 

of eternity, offering the chance to see, and believe, like a 

child. 



10 

Young Adult Volunteers  

The application for the Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) Corps, also known as the 
"Orange Nation" by the color of their Gathering shirts,  will open the summer of 
2012.  The YAV Corps is for young adults aged 19-25 years old at the time of the Gath-
ering (July 1-5, 2013).  More information about serving as a YAV can be found online. 

Join The Conversation on Facebook and Twitter.  
 

Community Life Builders (CLBs)  
These selected volunteers (also known as "yellow shirts") are Christ-centered servants 
who fill a variety of roles at the Gathering. Helpline representatives, hotel liaisons, 
crowd managers/greeters and Gathering program assistants are just a few examples 
of the service CLBs share.  
  
Community Life Builders:  

are 25 or older at the time of the Gathering (July 1-5, 2013) 

must apply and be accepted as a Community Life Builder 

complete a background check paid for by the Gathering 

are able to commit to serving June 28-July 5, 2013 

View a short video that provides more information on the service of a CLB. 
  
Once accepted, the Gathering provides registration, housing, a travel voucher and a 
limited meal per diem.   To apply to be a Community Life Builder (CLB), go to http://
www.conferencebuilders.com/LCMS2013/clb/release.asp . 

 
2012 LCMS SERVANT EVENTS - ñWE ARE HIS HANDSò 
Servant Events will be a significant part of the 2013 National LCMS Youth Gather-
ing.  But you donôt have to wait to serve until 2013!  LCMS Servant Events happen 
throughout 2012 in congregations, schools, camps and social service agencies who will 
host events from coast to coast and internationally.  Check out over 100 opportunities 
youth and their adult leaders can be His hands and serve in 2012 at http://
servantevents.lcms.org   and ñlikeò LCMS Servant Events on Facebook.   

Teachers Corner ά[ƻǊŘΣ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōƭŜǎǎ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ 
ƎƛǾŜ ¸h¦ ŀƭƭ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ ό[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ tǊŀȅŜǊΣ ǇƎмрпύ 

Jesus Helps a Man Walkτearly childhood through middle grades 
 

This activity will help young children understand what it feels like to use aids in order to walk or move.  
Materials: Bible, wheelchair, walker, cane, crutches, masking tape.  
Directions: Before class, apply long strips of masking tape to the floor, some straight and some curved. Across from 
these, place the walking aids. Set the Bible nearby.  
When the children notice the items, explain how they are used. Ask the children what they can 
so with their legs. Explain that some people have difficulty using their legs. Then read the Bible 
story from Mark 2.  
Show the children how to walk on the tape lines. Let them hop around the curved lines. The chil-
dren may want to try using the walking items. Close with a prayer, thanking God for the many 
ways he provides for us to move around.  
!ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ /tIΥ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ нлмм 

http://www.des08.com/t/21978492/420746833/54652101/0/
http://www.des08.com/t/21978492/420746833/54652101/0/
http://www.conferencebuilders.com/LCMS2013/clb/release.asp
http://www.conferencebuilders.com/LCMS2013/clb/release.asp
http://www.des08.com/t/21978492/420746833/54652104/0/
http://www.des08.com/t/21978492/420746833/54652104/0/
http://www.des08.com/t/21978492/420746833/54652105/0/
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WHERE DID THE BIBLE COME FROM?   

January 15 ï February 19  Sunday Mornings (6 sessions)  9:30 ï 10:15 am 

The Bible ï the holy and precious Word of God.  Most Christians have their own copy or two.  Your Bible might have 

a hard cover, be paperback, or be bound in genuine leather.  It might fit into your pocket or be saved electronically upon 

your computer.  You can read the RSV, ESV, NIV, KJV, or the NASB to name a few.  Then, if English is not your pre-

ferred language, you could read the Bible in Spanish, German, Korean, Russian, Czechoslovakian or Latin.  You can 

buy a copy at a bookstore, from online, at Wal-Mart or your local grocery store.  But if you were asked ï ñWho decided 

which books belonged in the Bible, and how was that decision made?ò ï could you answer?   

For most Christians the Bible just exists, as if it magically and naturally fell from the sky and landed on the shelves of 

the local bookstore or in the pew at church.  So we will first explore the assimilation of the books of the Biblical canon.  

Then, we will explore various ñpop cultureò attempts of stripping the truth of scriptures. 

 

LECTIONARY READINGS  

January 15 ï February 19  Sunday Mornings (6 sessions)  9:30 ï 10:15 am 

Discussions regarding the LECTIONARY Readings (Scripture) for the Day.   

Emphasis will be on practical everyday applications of Godôs Word for each of us. Ethics / Decisions / Attitudes / Hab-

itsðBased on our Christian / Lutheran Faith. 

How do we decide to do what we do or donôt do, at home, at work, in our respective communities?  When do speak up 

or not speak regarding our faith at home, work, in the community? What do we say, what can we say? What are some 

things we should not say? What about social justice for the poor, and/or those unable to speak up for themselves? What 

about food, jobs, housing, education and other opportunities for everyone? What about our health care, organ donation, 

organ transplant, end of life care, whole body donation, etc.? Our presentations and discussions may include these top-

ics and many more depending on the scripture readings for that particular Sunday. 

 

 
        ÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅÅ 

 

 

 

FLOWERS  

Linda Berryhill needs 

some assistance or-

dering the flowers for the service 

during February and March of 

2012 while she is out of town. 

Please talk to Linda or let the 

church office know if you can 

help out for two months. 

Wiggle Tamer 

Bags! Our church is 

looking for ideas/new 

items to place in the 

Wiggle Tamer Bags that go into the 

sanctuary with our younger children. 

Contact Alta Wagner with any questions.  
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Childrenõs Ministry 
òOur Mission is to nurture and support families; equipping them for a lifetime 

of learning, praying and celebrating Godõs love in every aspect of life.ó  

 

Children MINISTRY COORDINATORS INFORMATION  

Toddlinõ to Jesus ð Rachel Deutsch 

Cradle Roll ð Paula Caylor 337-0620 

Sunday School ð Melissa Mullane 351-3290 or Charma Wenck 338-0882 

Pioneer Club / Faith Explorers ð Denise Schwarting 358-9590 or Becky West 430-3809 

Education Committee Chair ð Lynne Westphal 338-3197 

Director of Childrenõs Ministry ð Kaja Mueller 338-5626 

It is the start of another year of Childrenõs Ministry year here at Our Redeemer. 

Please take time to read each publication our church makes available to you.  

Please join us for Sunday School hour from 9:15am to 

10:15am. Classes range from Toddlinõ to Jesus (for 

expecting parents and families with children through 

age 3 accompanied by their parents) to adult Bible 

study. Toddlinõ to Jesus and the Preschool classes meet 

in their respective rooms, while 4 yr. olds through 3rd 

graders meet in the music room and the 4th through 

8th grade meet in the Chapel for opening prior to 

going to their individual classrooms. For more 

information please contact Melissa Mullane or Charma 

Wenck.   

We also have an adventure on Wednesday Nights for 

Midweek Classes. We have KIDõS CLUB each week. 

It is separated into two larger groups; PIONEER 

CLUB for children aged 2 years through 2nd grade 

and  FAITH EXPLORERS is for children in grades 

3rd through 5th. For more information please contact 

Denise Schwarting or Becky West.   

Cradle Roll Children aged birth through 3 years are 

entered into the Cradle Roll ministry at the time of 

their baptism. Periodically throughout the year these 

families receive materials to help nurture each child's 

spiritual, emotional, and physical development. These 

resources include a growth calendar with stickers, 

music CD, Bible story booklet, and brochures. These 

children also receive special postcards to help celebrate 

special milestones of their first three years. For more 

information about the Cradle Roll ministry, please 

contact Paula Caylor.  

Schedule:  

No New Years Day Bible Study Classes.  

We continue to have Midweek classes on Wednesday nights. 
Looking forward to the new 2012 year we will start up classes on 
January 4th at 6:45pm. A meal will be offered at 6:00pm.  
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1stðNo Bible Study for New Years Day 

4thðMidweek starts up with a meal on the 4th provided by Becky LaRoche at 6:00pm. All other Wednes-
dayôs in January will start at 6:45pm and end at 8:00pm.  

7thðLYF Take down the outside manger. Kaja is looking for three people with drills and a truck who can 
dismantle the outside manger, while four others take the lighted figurines inside and store them until next 
year. It will not take long. Bring your cordless drills and dress warm.   

8thðWelcome Seth Illich! During the 10:30am worship service we will have an installation service.  

8th - Youth Committee will meet in the youth room after late worship. Directly following, the Board mem-
bers and class representatives will have lunch and meet to set goals and walk through the year. Kaja will pro-
vide the pizza, pop, and chips.  

16thðORKS & LYF & FRIENDS & FAMILIES: Ski Trip Day!  More information in Beacon, Page 2.  

27-28thðJr. High Retreat at Camp Io-Dis-E-Ca. More information on Page 14.  

LYF Enter the GAP: As we gather together, we will be entering Godôs Awesome Presence.  GAP will be 
lead by Kaja Mueller, Seth Illich, Skip & Marilyn Kempnich, and Brenda Johnson. Come fill the GAP on 
Wednesday nights at 6:45pm till 8:00pm in the youth room.  

Our Redeemer KidS (5-8
th
 Grade)             Lutheran Youth Fellowship (9

th
~12

th
 Grade)  

Kids & Parents get your email addresses to Kaja. SIGN UP WITH KAJA MUELLER IN THE OFFICE.  

ORKS & LYF Newsletter  

Sunday School : ORKS Classes are eve-
ry Sunday from 9:15am ï 10:00am. LYF 
have no opening, start time is at 9:30am 
in the Youth Room. No Sunday School 
Classes on the 25th of December or 1st 
of January.  

YOUTH Key Verse Romans 12:4-5 
ñJust as each of us has one body with 
many members, and these members do 
not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we who are many form one body, 
and each member belongs to all the oth-
ers.ò  

YOUTH Mission Statement Through 
God, as youth of Our Redeemer we will 
build a faith community that identifies 
our God given talents which trains and 
equips our youth in living and sharing 
what they believe and serves the congre-
gation and community. 

Junior & parent class: Does God Exist? 

Begins February 12, 2012 

Created by Focus on the Family, Does God Exist? ς surveys re-
cent findings in the physical and biological sciences, as well as 
mathematical probabilities, which provide a compelling case 
against the common argument that belief in God is "just a 
blind leap of faith." These lessons also show how God's exist-
ence offers the only coherent explanation for objective and 
meaningful morality. Because the actions of all people reveal 
that they presuppose an objective and meaningful moral code, 

only belief in God allows people to live 
consistently with their belief system.  

Kaja Mueller will lead the current 11th 
and 12th graders along with their parents 
in this 10 lesson, one hour long DVD and 
discussion time. We will start promptly at 
7:00pm ending with talk time after 
8:00pm in the narthex. Any questions, or 
to register for this class, please contact 
Kaja Mueller, Director of Youth Ministry 
at 338-5626. 
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